SCHIRMER/MOSEL VERLAG

WIDENMAYERSTRASSE 16 » D-80538 MUNCHEN

LAS VEGAS VENEDIG

FLUGBILDER VON ALEX MACLE/
MIT BINEM TEXT YON WOLFGANG KEME

Alex MacLean

LAS VEGAS / VENEDIG
Fragile Mythen

With a text by Wolfgang Kemp
192 pages, 155 color plates
ISBN 978-3-8296-0504-5

Retail price: EUR 49.80

TELEFON 089/21 26 70-0 « TELEFAX 089/33 86 95
E-Mail: press@schirmer-mosel.com
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PRESS RELEASE

Las Vegas and Venice from the air:
Two cities dependent on water in overwhelmingly
beautiful pictures

In his new illustrated book, US American pilot and photographer Alex
MacLean (born in 1947) devotes himself to two cities that have more in
common than the first two letters of their names: Venice and (Las) Vegas. Both
cities exist in a difficult natural environment: one in salt water and the other
in the desert.

It requires enormous energy resources to keep them alive in locations hostile to
settlement. Both cities are mythical places and, by virtue of their architecture
and histories, magnets for mass tourism from all over the world.

Alex MacLean is the first person to attempt a visual comparison between these
cities from the air, a comparison that opens our eyes to their structural
similarities. Last year, he won the CORINE book prize for his first
Schirmer/Mosel book, OVER - The American Way of Life oder Das Ende der
Landschaft. In his latest illustrated book, he produces pictures of immense
aesthetic power. At the same time, they illustrate the fatal dangers to which
both cities are exposed through uncontrolled land speculation, thoughtless
leisure and consumer activities, and a profligate approach to natural resources.

Venice has developed over centuries, Las Vegas within a few decades - today,
both cities are artificial structures whose natural development is blocked by
man's interference. And whilst Venice threatens to drown, Vegas' existence is
in acute danger due to a lack of water. Alex MacLean's images document the
artificial measures man uses to stave off the catastrophic effects of global
warming and flawed urban planning: in Venice, "M.O.S.E", a large-scale project
aimed at keeping the permanently rising floodwaters from the lagoon by
means of a water-retaining structure. In Las Vegas it is the Hoover Dam the
city is hooked up to like a patient to a drip, the United States' largest concrete
dam being expected to quench this casino city's utterly insatiable thirst for

water whilst in turn the water table continues to sink inexorably.

Wolfgang Kemp, Professor of Art History in Hamburg, has written a stirring
essay on the photographs of Alex MacLean for the book. Kemp accurately
describes the photographer as an "aerial wanderer" who supplies proof “taken
from thin air” of the fateful effects of man’s far-reaching encroachments.
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At the same time, the author provides an informative insight into the
development and the history of both places, whose common characteristics he
summarizes as follows: "isolated, marginal, extreme, excessive, charming,
fairytale-like, artificial, symbolically charged".

An English edition is planned for spring 2011.
On our website www.schirmer-mosel.com, section “press releases”, you will
find a selection of striking press images to illustrate your review. When

used for such a book review three images and the cover can be printed free
of charge.
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